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Global citizens 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can 
change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”  

Otters 

This week we have been investigating lots of shapes in Maths. The Pre-school and Re-
ception children have been making paths and seeing what happens when you use 

different shape. They have also been finding some shape footprints! The Year 1 chil-
dren have been looking for all the different ways to make numbers up to 10 and trying 

to remember them by heart. 
There have been some super superhero 
stories taking shape in our Literacy time. 

Year 1 have just begun their own versions 
of 'Traction Man' and Reception have 
been planning out a superhero rescue 

operation! 

February: 

11th— Otters Lifeboat 

Trip. 

13th—PTA Film Night 

18th—Half term. 

22nd—End of half term. 

 

March: 

15th—RED NOSE DAY 

 

April : 

5th—Last day of term. 

23rd—First day of term. 

 

May: 

13th—Start of SATS 

week. 

16th—End of SATS 

week. 

Staff names: Miss, Mr, Mrs, Ms? 

Following a discussion as a staff it seems that there is confusion with the     

children and staff alike as to why we refer to teachers as Mrs , Miss, Mr etc yet 

support staff are referred to by their first name.  

It suggests perhaps a difference in levels of     

professionalism or respect attributed to those 

helping the children to learn in our school.  This 

is not and should not be the case. Therefore from 

Monday we will be moving to refer to everyone 

as by their surname. 

Before From Monday 

Holly Miss Elliott 

Annette Mrs Elliott 

Angela Mrs Oliphant 

Hannah  Miss Pantry 



 

Celebrations 

Attendance Matters 

This week’s attendance by class: 

Otters -   92.78%     

Orcas -    100%   

Dolphins  -   98.95% 

 

WOW! Well done  

Orcas 

Best attendance this week!    

 

School attendance for the year 

so far is currently  96.84%  

 

Please keep supporting our 

attendance target of 96%. and 

above   

Stars of the Week 

Otters -      Beau  

Orcas -      Mackenzie 

Dolphins  -   James M 

Virtue of the Week:  

Otters -       Keira  

Orcas -       Freddie C 

Dolphins  -   Max H 

 

PTA News 

The PTA are holding a film evening on Wednesday 13th 

February. We will be watching Hotel Transylvania 3 with 

lots of treats including popcorn! The price is £2.50 per 

child. Please see the letter attached. 

Kingswear Cup Winner  

Oakley  



Keeping Children Safe 

Children and young people— Mental Health 

Mental health problems affect about 1 in 10 children and young people. They include depression, anxiety and con-

duct disorder, and are often a direct response to what is happening in their lives. Alarmingly, however, 70% of chil-

dren and young people who experience a mental health problem have not had appropriate interventions at a 

sufficiently early age. The emotional wellbeing of children is just as important as their physical health. Good men-

tal health allows children and young people to develop the resilience to cope with whatever life throws at them 

and grow into well-rounded, healthy adults. 

Things that can help keep children and young people mentally well include: 

being in good physical health, eating a balanced diet and getting regular exercise 

having time and the freedom to play, indoors and outdoors 

being part of a family that gets along well most of the time 

going to a school that looks after the wellbeing of all its pupils 

taking part in local activities for young people. 

Other factors are also important, including: 

feeling loved, trusted, understood, valued and safe 

being interested in life and having opportunities to enjoy themselves 

being hopeful and optimistic 

being able to learn and having opportunities to succeed 

accepting who they are and recognising what they are good at 

having a sense of belonging in their family, school and community 

feeling they have some control over their own life 

having the strength to cope when something is wrong (resilience) and the ability to solve problems. 

Most children grow up mentally healthy, but surveys suggest that more children and young people have problems 

with their mental health today than 30 years ago. That’s probably because of changes in the way we live now and 

how that affects the experience of growing up. 

Organisations that can help 

ChildLine 
YoungMinds 
Contact a Family 
Family Lives 
Bernardo's 
Kidscape 
Penumbra (Scotland) 
CALM (Campaign Against Living Miserably) 
PAPYRUS (Prevention of Young Suicide) 
Children and Young People's Mental Health Coalition (CYPMHC) 

For more advice and information please follow: https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/a-to-z/c/children-and-

young-people   

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/a-to-z/c/children-and-young-people
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/a-to-z/c/children-and-young-people


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orcas  

The Orcas have been working really hard at their writing this week.  They have created magnificent ma-
chines and have written brilliant explanations with ingenious pictures and diagrams.  The final pieces will 

be on display in the classroom for all to see!   

In Maths we have been looking at measuring and converting units of measure.  We  also  measured the 
distance our balloon powered cars travelled.   

As part of our topic we have been learning about the invention of plastic and the effect it has on our plan-
et today.  We had a lot of recycling left over from the balloon cars, so we had a go at making musical in-

struments out of pots and bottles.  The children came up with some excellent sounds and played (almost) 
harmoniously together! 

 

Dolphins  

Literacy:  We have begun reading Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief, identifying word classes in an ode 
and experimenting with changing words to write our own lines for an ode.  We have also studied passages 

of text to find evidence in descriptions, actions and dialogue about a character. 

Maths:  We have continued our fractions work by adding and subtracting fractions of different denomina-
tors, including mixed fractions.  We have converted to improper fractions to calculate and given our an-

swers in the simplest form. 

Topic:  We have continued science work on light and shadows, making our own shadow puppets.  We 
have also learnt about democracy in ancient Greece, and the practice of ostracism.  We even enjoyed 

holding our own ostracism for some 'celebrities'! 

 

Art Club 

This week in Art Club we have started  looking at the Russian abstract artist Kandinsky.  He likes to create 
art using geometric patterns and shapes.  He was also fond of 
bright colours and how they matched or miss-matched each 
other in his work.  Our first artwork involved his "concentric 

circles" pictures.  Here are a few of our masterpieces! 

Mrs Oliphant  

 

Class News 



SEND Sign Post 

 

How Playing Violent Video Games May Change the Brain 

  

Research finds that children who play violent video games or watch violent TV can become violent 

themselves. 

Dr Vincent Matthews and his colleagues at Indiana University, who have long studied media vio-

lence, looked at what happened in the brain in 28 students who were randomly assigned to play ei-

ther a violent, first-person shooter game or a non-violent one every day for a week. 

Researchers used functional MRI to scan brain activity in the participants, all young adult men, while 

they completed lab-based tasks involving either emotional or non-emotional content. The              

participants were then scanned again while they repeated the same tasks, after a week of playing 

the video games. 

Researchers found that those who played the violent video games showed less activity in areas that 

involved emotions, attention and inhibition of our impulses. “Behavioural studies have shown an 

increase in aggressive behaviour after violent video games, and what we show is the physiological 

explanation for what the behavioural studies are showing,” says Matthews. “We’re showing that 

there are changes in brain function that are likely related to that behaviour.” 

  

To read the article in detail visit -  http://healthland.time.com/2011/12/02/how-playing-violent-

video-games-may-change-the-brain/ 

   

Fortnite predator 'groomed children on voice chat' 

  

A 41-year-old man accused of using the hit video game Fortnite to initiate sexual activity with      

children has been arrested in Florida. 

Anthony Gene Thomas of Broward County is accused of unlawful sex with a minor and possessing 

indecent images and videos of at least one victim. 

According to police, an accomplice used Fortnite's voice chat to meet children and introduce them 

to Mr Thomas. 

Police believe there could be up to 20 additional victims. 

"This case is disturbing not only because it involves child pornography, but also because a popular 

online game was used to communicate with the victim," said Florida attorney general Ashley 

Moody in a statement. 

 

To read the whole article visit - https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-46923789 

 

Thanks 

Emily Risby 

SENDCo 


